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ECVCP Examination 2015ECVCP Examination 2015

Sample Sample QuestionsQuestions

A. Giordano, C. Trumel, A. GeffréA. Giordano, C. Trumel, A. Geffré

Agenda: Saturday morningAgenda: Saturday morning
HaematologyHaematology

08:0008:00--08:3008:30 (30mn) (30mn) IntroductionIntroduction
08:3008:30--09:3009:30 (1h)(1h) Part 1 = 40 MCQPart 1 = 40 MCQ 20%20%
09:3009:30--09:4509:45 (15mn) (15mn) BreakBreak
09:4509:45--10:1510:15 (30mn)(30mn) Part 2 = 20 PIQ Part 2 = 20 PIQ 20%20%
10:1510:15--10:3010:30 (15mn)(15mn) BreakBreak
10:3010:30--12:3012:30 (2h)(2h) Part 3 = 10 GS Part 3 = 10 GS 60%60%
12:3012:30--13:3013:30 (1h)(1h) LunchLunch

MCQ= multiple choice questions
PIQ= projected image questions
GS= glass slides
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HaematologyHaematology

Part 1 = 40 multiple choice questionsPart 1 = 40 multiple choice questions
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HaematologyHaematology

Part 2 = 20 projected image questionsPart 2 = 20 projected image questions

Case 9 (2.75 points)
• Laboratory mouse, bone marrow smear

Question 14 (1.75 pts):
Describe the main population observed
on this bone marrow

Question 15 (1 pt):
Give two differential diagnoses
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Case 9 (2.75 points)
• Laboratory mouse, bone marrow smear

Question 14 (1.75 pts):
Describe the main population observed
on this bone marrow

A: Many round (0.25 point) and monomorphic
blastic cells (0. 25 point)
-Hyperbasophilia of the cytoplasm (0. 25 point),
arocplasm (0. 25 point)
-Round nucleus (0. 25 point) with sometimes a large
nucleolus (0. 25 point)
-Occasional binucleation (0.25 point)

Question 15 (1 pt):
Give two differential diagnoses
A: Hematopoietic/Lymphoid malignant neoplasm
(0.5 point),
- Multiple myeloma (0.5 point)

Case 12 (1 point)
• A dog with non-regenerative anemia. 

Question 19 (0.5 point):
In the depicted ADVIA 120 RBC dot 
plot, what is the population highlighted 
by the blue box? 

Question 20 (0.5 point):
Name a confirmatory test for your
assumption!
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Case 12 (1 point)

Question 19 (0.5 point):
In the depicted ADVIA 120 RBC dot 
plot, what is the population highlighted 
by the blue box? 

RBC agglutinates  / agglutination

Question 20 (0.5 point):
Name a confirmatory test for your
assumption!

A: Coombs Test/Flow cytometric 
detection of 
Anti RBC antibodies

• A dog with non-regenerative anemia. 

HaematologyHaematology

Part 3 = 10 glass slidesPart 3 = 10 glass slides
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Agenda: Saturday afternoonAgenda: Saturday afternoon
General clinical pathologyGeneral clinical pathology

13:3013:30--1515--0000 (90mn)(90mn) Part 1 = 60 MCQPart 1 = 60 MCQ 50%50%
15:0015:00--15:20 15:20 (20mn)(20mn) BreakBreak
15:2015:20--16:4016:40 (80mn)(80mn) Part 2 = 4 SA Part 2 = 4 SA 50%50%

MCQ= multiple choice questions
SA = Short answer essay
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General clinical pathologyGeneral clinical pathology

Part 1 = 60 multiple choice questionsPart 1 = 60 multiple choice questions
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General clinical pathologyGeneral clinical pathology

Part 2 = 4 short essay questionsPart 2 = 4 short essay questions
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Agenda: Sunday morningAgenda: Sunday morning
CytologyCytology

08:2008:20--09:00 09:00 (40mn)(40mn) Part 1 = 25 MCQPart 1 = 25 MCQ 20%20%
09:0009:00--09:15 09:15 (15mn)(15mn) BreakBreak
09:1509:15--09:4509:45 (30mn)(30mn) Part 2 = 25  PIQ Part 2 = 25  PIQ 20%20%
09:4509:45--10:00 10:00 (15mn)(15mn) BreakBreak
10:0010:00--13:0013:00 (3h)(3h) Part 3 = 15 GS Part 3 = 15 GS 60%60%
13:0013:00--14:0014:00 (1h)(1h) LunchLunch

MCQ= multiple choice questions
PIQ= projected image questions
GS= glass slides

CytologyCytology

Part 1 = 25 multiple choice questionsPart 1 = 25 multiple choice questions
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CytologyCytology

Part 2 = 25 projected image questionsPart 2 = 25 projected image questions

1 - Dog, chronic cough. BAL (2 points)

1. What is this 

structure called?

2. What is it 

composed of?
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1 - Dog, chronic cough. BAL (2 points)

1. What is this structure

called?

Curschmann’s spiral (1 pt)

2. What is it composed

of?

Inspissated mucus (1 pt)

Just “mucus” (0,5 pt)

6 - Dog, cutaneous mass

1. What is the pink 

material amongst the 

cells?

2. What is this 

process called?
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6 - Dog, cutaneous mass

1. What is the pink 

material amongst the 

cells?

Collagen (1 pt)

2. What is this 

process called?

Keloidal change (1 pt) 

Accepted 

“collagenolysis” (1 pt)

CytologyCytology

Part 3 = 15 glass slidesPart 3 = 15 glass slides
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Guide Description

0,5 Cellularity and cell preservation

high cellularity, good preservation 0,5

Main population (up to 2.5)

1
Cell type, size and shape (inflammatory, 

round, epithelial, spindle, naked nuclei, 

undifferentiated or mixed)

large pleomorphic undifferentiated cells, round, oval or 

spindle shaped

1

0,5 Anisocytosis marked, some giant multinucleated cells 0,5

0,5 Cell arrangements (single or cohesive 

groups, pallisade, acinar, rows etc.)

individual cells and a few loose aggregates

0,5

0,5 Cell borders distinct 0,5

2 Cytoplasm (total up to 2)

Cytoplasm amount or N:C very variable amount, variable N:C

Cytoplasm colour and staining intensity lightly to deeply basophilic

Cytoplasm texture (granular, vacuolated 

or  smooth)

a few to many vacuoles, small and punctate or larger 

and less well defined

Guide Description

2 Nucleus (total up to 2)

Location (central or eccentric, basal, 

polar) central, paracentral or eccentric

Number usually one, up to 6

Shape round to oval

Size including variabiility large, marked anisokaryosis

Moulding

Chromatin structure coarsely granular

Mitoses Small numbers, sometimes atypical

2 Nucleolus (total up to 2)

Visibility prominent

Location central

Number one to four

Size including variabiility medium to large

Shape round to oval

up to 3 Other cell populations

Cell type and number red cells, neutrophils, a few macrophages 1

Description and size 

Extracellular material and amount proteinacoeus background with lipid vacuoles 0,5

Additional non-cellular features

Infectious agents

Interpetation

2 Most likely diagnosis Tumour effusion 1

1 DDX mesothelioma most likely, sarcoma less likely 2

Comments

1

include prognosis, metastatic potential 

etc poor prognosis

Futher tests

2

immuncytochemistry or immunohistochemistry, 

imaging,  search for primary 1,5

Quality of answer presentation

1 1

Total 16
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Agenda: Sunday afternoonAgenda: Sunday afternoon
Clinical biochemistryClinical biochemistry

14:0014:00--15:1515:15 (75mn)(75mn) Part 1 = 50 MCQPart 1 = 50 MCQ 50%50%
15:1515:15--15:30 15:30 (15mn)(15mn) BreakBreak
15:3015:30--17:3017:30 (2h) (2h) Part 2 = 4 CCPart 2 = 4 CC 50%50%

MCQ= multiple choice questions
CC = clinical biochemistry cases

Clinical BiochemistryClinical Biochemistry

Part 1 = 50 multiple choice questionsPart 1 = 50 multiple choice questions
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Clinical BiochemistryClinical Biochemistry

Part 2 = 4 clinical casesPart 2 = 4 clinical cases
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